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ABSTRACT 

^ . outlined is a Title III early childhood at hoie 

project which involves a teat approach to the education of 40 
handicapped and 75 nonhandicapped rural, disadvantaged children, 
their parents, and/or babysitters in Vest Virginia. It is noted that 
four teais consisting of a teacher and paraprofessionals visit hoies 
to instruct baby sitters or parents in devising individualized 
prograis for the children. Insttuction is said to involve cognitive, 
affective, and psychonotor activities, and iaietials such as clay and 
putties. Considered are required preservice trainlncr, facilities such 
as a snail office for storaoe, costs, and outcoies such as parental 
avateness of available services, and potential training of 
babysitters by the Helfare Departnent. (HC) 
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t. ABSTRACt 



THE EARLY CHIIDHOOD AT HOME PROJECT IS DESIONED TO OVERCOME ACUTE 
BCOMOMIC, CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS OP CHILDREN IN REOIOH VlU 
OP WEST VIROINIA. THE COUNTIES IN REGION Vltl ARE IN THE HEART OP 
APPAUCHU WHERE LOCAL RESOURCES ARE EXHAUSTED LEAVING MINIMAL SERVICES 
TO NON-HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. THIS PROGRAM PROVIDES SERVICES TO PRESCHOOL 
AND HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. A TEACHER AND A PARAPROPESSIOHAL PORM A 1^ 
WHICH WORKS IN THE HOME. THERE ARE POUR TEAMS. TWO OP tHB INSTRUCT 
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN AND TWO INSTRUCT NON-^HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN HOHES 
OP BABt SITTERS. THE TWO TEAMS INSTRUCTING HANDICAPPED CHILDREN W^^ 
THE CHIU) AND PARENT IN DEVELOPING AN INDIVIDUALIZED PROGRAM TO MEET THE ; 
CHILD *S EDUCATIONAL AND THERAPUTIC NEEDS. EACH TEAM SERVICES APPROXIMATELY 
TWENTY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. THE REMA?.«NG TWO TEAMS EVOLVE NON- 
HANDICAPPED PRE-SGHOOL AGE CHILDREN BEING CARED FOR IN THE HOME OP A 
BABY SITTER. THEY WORK WITH 33 BABY SITTERS AND 75 CHILDREN* THE 
OBJECTIVES OP THE INSTRUCTION ARE COGNITIVE AND APPECTIVB DEVELOPMENT Of 
THE CHILD. THE PROGRAM INVOLVES THE PARENTS AND THE BABY SITTERS IN THE 
EDUCATION OF THE CHILD. THE TEAM MAKES A MINIMUM OP ONE VISIT PER WEEK TO 
THE CHILD'S HOME TO WORK WITH THE CHILD IN PRESENCE OP ta^ PAaBNT OR 
BABY SITTER. THE PARENT OR BABYSITTER COOTtfCrS PRESCRIBED ACTm^ 
THE CHllJ) UiiTiL THE NEXT VISIT. ALSO, A CHI«) SERVICES S^^ 
WITH THE TEAM IN SECURING SPfiCJUa SERVICES POH i^REN I^^ 
IDENTIFIED. BE SECURES ASSlST/^ttCE IBOM SUCH AGENOIBS AS HEALtS» MENtAt 
HEALTH, AND WELFARE. SUBSTANTIAL EVttEUOB IS AMLABLB THAT AH "At ttOME^* 
APPROACH TO EARLt EDUCATION IS EFFECTIVE WHEN FAREittS ARE DlKBOfLY INVOLVEO 
IN THE EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN IN THEIR NAtURAL ENVIRONMENT. PARENTAL 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS OF HANDtOAPPED CHILDREN HAS CttttlOED 
PARENTAL AND COMMUNITY ATTITUDES TOWARDS EDUCATIONAL LIMITATIONS AFFECTING 
CHILDREN. THIS PROJECT HAS IMPLICATIONS FOR R15PLICATI0N INTO VARIOUS 
SEGMENTS OF QUALITY PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS IflTHIN THE STATE AND NATION. 



VtoUtt PeYiod Dates 



July 1971 through JuAd 1974 



Fundlnj^ Amounts 



1* Planning Grant 

2« let Operational Vear 



None 

$72|0OO Title XII Sec« 306 
$15>000 ARC 

$130»dOO Title til Sec. 306 



3# 2nd Operational Year 



Ta rget Population 

1« Geographically Region VZII conalata of eight eastern counties o^ 

West Virginia, namoly, Jeffersoni Berkeley, Morgani Hafipshire, lilnerali 
Bardy, Grant and Pendleton Counties* 

The target area Includes 120,600 persona that inhabit 3,490 square * 
miles of mountainous terrain with a population density of approxlnately 
35 persons per square mile. Characteristically, 19*5% of the 
population dwell for the most part in non^f arming rural hamletf^ or 
villages. 

2* The participating population is that of forty handicapped pre-#chool 
children and their parents in two geographical clusters with oae 
in Jefferson and Berkeley Counties and the second in Grants Hardy 
and Pendleton Counties* Also approximately 8eventy-*f Ive non- 
handicapped pre-^schoolers and the Babysitters (35) are locate^^ in one 
unit in western Berkeley and Morgan Counties and the second unit in 
Jefferson and Berkeley Counties* 

3. The age groups served are ages two through eight years in the 
Handicapped Units and ages tyo through five years in the two 
Babysitter Units. 

Desctintion 

project Concent 

The Early Childhood Education At Home Project is designed to overcome 
acute economic, cultural and educational problems of children in Region 
Vtll of Vest Virginia. Local resources have been exhausted in providing 
minimal services to non-handicapped children and services to pre^school 
and handicapped chilctren have 1)een almost non-existant* This project is 
an attempt to demonstrate that Early Childhood Education can be cottdvicted 
in the home for handicapped and non-handicapped preschool children which 
directly involves tho parents in the education of theiif children in their 
natural environment. The pre*school years are the crucial yeArs of 
development for the child abd intervention in a rural isolated are# 4or 
pre-school children Is vital. 

Project Objectives 



0) Show slgnif leant InproveiMnt In faeett of adjuitaent a» ataaweti by 

tha Child Behavior Rating Scala. 
(4) penonatrate aisnificant social davalopmant* 

(1) ^At^l^tlmce of the early childhood education project by parentt of 

both non»hanaicapped and handicapped children. 

(2) Significantly greater parental Involvenent in planning and carrying 
out activities for children under their guidance. 

(3) Improved understating of the role of the parent in the education Of 
the child. \ 

(4) Improved understanding of the developtient of the child. 

<5) Improved understanding and acceptance of handicaps of the child. 

Haterlals • 

(1) Materials currently available will have been located and reviewed by 
the staff for use with children. \ 

(2) Areas of need will have beeia recognised and established for oAterials 
acquisition and/or development. 

(3) Haterlals will have been evaluated in the home eiitvironment. 

(4) A coapilation of curriculum plans wlU exint at the end of the year. : 

Activities to Achieve (^bje^^ive^ 

A. Hat^dlcapped " At Home 

Two teams are to be utilised to Identify: and treat handlibapped 
children (ages 2->9) in the home. The ty|M of handicap, t 
will include trainable, educsblei physicaUy handicapp^ 
emotionally disturbed. The team will work with the child la 
the areas of cognitive* affective, and psychO'-twtiBir activities. : 
The team will also work with the patents to help thsA become 
effectiv.9 participants in their child *s education aio^ ther4t>yf 
Bach tern will be responsible for developing an itulividualieed 
program for twenty (40) handicapped children and their parents. 

B. Non-Handicapped with Babv Sitters 

Two teacher-paraprof esslonal teams will be utilied4, to work with 
non-handicapped pre-school age children who are being cared, ^or 
outside their home by a non-cettlfied baby sitter, fiiach t4am 
will be responsible for working with twenty baby sifters and 
their charges. Activities include not only cognitive and 
affective development of the children but also to change the 
baby sitter's role from a custodial to an educational one^ 

C. Seminaro for Parents and/or Baby Sitters 

Specific training will be given to parents of handicapped children 
by having' me#ti|igs to discuss child' devalopnent and educational 
t^ciul4)ues to be utilised by tho parents with their children, 
dotting parents of handicapp^ chU^ren will be designed lead 
to attitiidlnal change toward llfllting conditloiM of ^peoiai 
cHlld|eft* ■ 



Materlale will b« evaluated by the major concepts their obJeetlv6s» 
skille, activities, age group and cross-referenced for versatility 
for utilisation of naterials. 



Evaluation Strategy 



The purpose of the evaluation design is to detenilne to what extent 
the objectives of each component and the entire project have been 
achieved, The contracted services of Educational Research and 
Development Associates* (ERANOA) West Chester, Pennsylvania is being 
utilised for program evaluations* They ar^ responsible for the 
followingt 

(1) Evaluation design 

(2) Instrument Selection and Development 

(3) Training of Testers and Data Gachers 

(4) Statistical Analysis and Interpretation 

(5) Technical Report to Project Director 

(6) Non-Technical Report to Project Director 

(7) Involve Staff and Advisory Council in Evaluation 

(8) Expanding Evaluation Design to Include Unique Objectives 

II. EXPORTABP.ITY 

A« Introduction 

The project Is exportable. With the mandate In Special Education 
by 1974-75 In serving all children ages three through eighteen • 
through State approprlationa this increases the feasibility of 
replication of the "at home" approach for pre-school handicapped 
children within the State. Also programs for younger children 
being emphasized nationally through Child Development Programs 
could utilise the "at home" approach with Babysitters. Aiiy 
portions of the project could be replicated without destroying 
its effectiveness. - 

B. Context of Proarati^ 

1. The School Svstfmi The participants in the Early Childhood 
Education at Home Project are situated In fout locations 
within an eight county area with two geographical cluster 
areas of handicapped children and two geographical clustir 
areas of lUibysitters. Approximately 115 children and 75 
parents and/or babysitters are Included fiU participants 
within the program. Presently preschool programs for children 
below age flva or programs for handicapped children are non- 
exiatant with West Virginia. In a rural area where trans- 
portation is expensive folr centeif activities the "at home" 
ApproAch for early education is effective. 

i« Special Factors for Consideration 

Any portion of the project could be replicated in part or In 
* - it« ^tttliflty. The "at home" approach 6duU be replicated in 

\> a low density rtiral area. 

JC 
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ProBram Description 



1. Scope . The Barly Childhood Education At Home Project has tvtf 
toajor thrusts -> one working with preschool handicapped children 
and their parents In the hoiee and a preschool thrust for non- 
handicapped children In the care of a babysitter. A teacher 
and a paraprofesslonal font a team which works In the home. 
There are four teams - two teams for the handicapped learning 
units and two teams for the babysitter learning units. 

The objectives of the Instructive for the children are cognitive* 
affective and psycho-ootor development of the child. The 
progroiA Involves the Parents and Babysitters In the education 
of the child In the child's natural environment* 

2. Activities . The team makes a minimum of one visit per week 
to the child's home to work with the child In the presence of 
the parent and/or babysitter. The parent or babysitter con- 
ducts prescribed activities with the child until the next 
weekly visit. Toys* games, and materl&ls ate left with the 
babysitter along with an educational agenda to be followed 
until the next visit. 

S^dolnars and training sessions are held periodically for parents . 
of the handicapped where 'parents are Instructed In the techniques 
of working with specific children. Also a series of work-type 
seminars will be held for the babysitters to expand their 
knowledge of child development and methods and techniques to 
be utilised with young children. 

A Child Services Specialist assists la the diignosls of 
learning Impairments and assumed responsibility fdr getting 
the child to existent remiMlal service dgeiicles^ 

3 • Preservlce and Inservlce Training . Pre-servlce training Is 
required for a complete understaading of the opsratiott pf the 
learMng units by all personnel before the program is to go 
Into operation. Periodically ln*service training Is offered 
that Is scheduled according to the assessment o£ need. Innbva- 
tlve techniques, Ideas, and research are presented to the 
staff as a poYtlon of the staff development component. 

4. Facilities . Mo special facilities are required for the program 
except for space to store materials and for a small office on 
location for the professional and paraprofesslonal. The 
Instiructlonal component is conducted In the child U or babysitters 
home. Community facilities can be utilized for seminars and 
meetings. 

Materials and Bqulpment 

A minimal amount of materials Is required to replicate any 
potclott of the project. Some specialised materials are 
utilized in th6 Handicap|>ed Units but need ^t be beyond the 
resources of any t.B.A. Ko special equipmetit Is needed for 
replication. Many of the materials titiiiiEed could be made 
through the Ingenuity of ttie petfOttnei. ftegular early education 
materials such as puzsles, bldckp, oliy, lat Interlaid etc. 
could be used from the regular program ^ot Jive year olds in 
the LBA's. 



6* Prolect Budget i 

First Operational Yean 1971-72 

$72,000 Title III i^ectlon #306 

$15,000 A.R*C. 

Second Operational Yean 1972-73 

$130,000 Title III Secv.lon #306 
D» Cost Effectiveness Analyola 

1. Developaental Costs 

Ho planning grant was requested. With altAloial cost the Region 
II Curriculum Inprovement Center staff with Technical Assistance 
from ERANDA drafted the proposal for project operation. 
Technical Assistance wao apart of the $72,000 operational graiit. 

2. Operational Coat After Installation 

The major cost Is the salary of professional and paraprofesslonaX 
travel and materials. Administrative costs cotild be absorbed 
Into the LEA In operation of any portion of the "at home" 
program. This project will be modified and adapted In LEA 
program upon expiration of Title III Section #306 funds. 

B. EvaluatloiA 

.1. Strategy « (See Section I D4 on page 

2. Visitation . On-site evaluations are conducted by ERANliA two 
days per month throughout the operational phase of the ptograAt 
with reports submitted for the implementation of the project, 
interlfiis and final evaluation. Tho West Virginia B.S.B.A. 
Title III and State Department of Education also conduct an 
on-site evaluation of th0 project at the end of each operational 
year. 

3. Audit Reports . Analj^lc Systems, Incorporated bf Vienna^ 
Virginia conducted the Program Audit during 1971-72 operational 
year. 

During 1972-73 the Audit la being conducted by Dr, David 
Puz2ouli, of Educational Research and Field Services of 
West Virginia University. 

Una nticipated outcomes (spin off) which significantly and positiveiV^ >i 
affect pattlAlPAftt P6rf6rmanc6 « -^^'^4 

■ ^« I'Ai'ent tn^lvemeat > ; ^--iiiiliiiPIBIIiiii'^^^ 



Patents have become atmre of services for han4i6apped chil4^e4'1 
, and now Ate surveying the area for thf |r6spect of gdtU||';x^ ' ■ 




their child Into school vhesi the child becomes school ege« 
Pa^euta are requesting of the htA^B tMdt ail children be 
provided in the schools even with handicapping conditions » 
through public support of special education into the schools 
programs for children with special handicaps ate bein^i developed 

b* Babysitter T^alninft 

One Vocational Technical School in Keyser> ITest Virglnie is 
considering the feasibility of training Babysitters through 
Vocational Educations The Welfare Depa^'tii^ent lias been 
interested in this model for consideration in their prdgrSM 
where they purchase daycare in homes* 

c > Other Pro^rams^ 

This project has been surveyed by the State l>epattment of 
Education and similar programs are being considered for 
Il^ndlcapped pre-*schobl children through the C<^ernor*s 
Interagency Couiicll for Child DetvelopiAent < Within Region VI tt ; 
we have instituted anothe?^ Handicapped Unit modeled after the;^ 
Title tll In Mineral and Hampshire Counties undet AltCi and 
Social Security Title tV^A funds* 

We have had requests for information in regard to this py:oject' 
from all pvet the tuttion* : A group from Big Stono 6ap* 
Virginia spent time idlth Us lu laaming about the ]3andicapt>od 
Unit in order to replicate it under ARC funding tWt they 
have recelv6!^# 

d* Interagency Cooperation 

We have had the «)ccelient cooperation of community Be<tlth 
Services^ Mental l^ealth Services » and Public Welfare « Our 
Child Services $pecialis t works in cooperative effort \fith 
all these agencies* 



For additional information contact I 

Mrs* H» JoAnn Richards » Director 

Early Childhood Bducatloti At Home Project 

Curriculum Improvement tenter 

R.E*s«A* vm 

615 West Ring Street 
Martinsburgi West Virginia 25401 



